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cultivation of all its powers was a peremptory want; in one so
earnest, the love of truth was sure to be among its strongest
passions. Even while revelling, with unworn ardor, in the
dreamy scenes of the Imagination., he had often cast a longing
look, and sometimes made a hurried inroad, into the calmer
provinces of reason: but the first effervescence of youth was
past, and now more than ever, the love of contemplating or
painting things as they should be, began to yield to the love
of knowing things as they are. The tendency of his mind was
gradually changing; he was about to enter on a new field of
enterprise, where new triumphs awaited him.

Tor a time he had hesitated what to choose ; at length he
began to think of History. As a leading object of pursuit,
this promised him peculiar advantages. It was new to him;
and fitted to employ some of his most valuable gifts. It was
grounded on reality, for which, as we have said, his taste was
now becoming stronger; its mighty revolutions and events,
and the commanding characters that figure in it, would like-
wise present him with things great and moving, for which his
taste had always been strong. As recording the past transac-
tions, and indicating the prospects of nations, it could not fail
to be delightful to one, for whom not only human nature was
a matter of most fascinating speculation, but who looked on
all mankind with the sentiments of a brother, feeling truly
what he often said, that "he had no dearer wish than to see
every living mortal happy and contented with his lot." To all
these advantages another of a humbler sort was added, but
which the nature of his situation forbade him to lose sight of.
The study of History, while it afforded him a subject of con-
tinuous and regular exertion, would also afford him, what was
even more essential, the necessary competence of income for
which lie felt reluctant any longer to depend on the resources
of poetry, but which the produce of his pen was now the only
means he had of realizing.

For these reasons, he decided on commencing the business
of historian. The composition of Don Carlos ]aad already led
him to investigate the state of. Spain under Philip II.; and,
being little satisfied with Watson's clear but shallow Work on